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The Agency of Chinese and European Research
Universities in the Context of Belt and Road Initiative

TIAN Lin SHU Jun

Abstract: The Belt and Road Initiative highlights the interaction of key regions of Eurasia, including higher
education and academic cooperation between China and Europe, with implications for research universities. Based
on the "global-national-local" dynamic model, through the case analysis of four research universities in China and
Europe, this paper explores and compares the responses of research universities in China and Europe to the Belt and
Road Initiative from the perspective of university dynamics. The findings of this study show that the responses of
Chinese and European research universities to the Belt and Road Initiative can be reflected in talent training, scientific
research, and social services; while research universities based on different types (world-class universities and general
research universities) and different countries (China and Europe) responded differently to the Belt and Road Initiative.
The above differences not only reflect the interaction of politics, market, academic authority, and university agency,
but also reflect the tension between the three levels of "global-national-local" associated with universities. Based on
these findings, all countries should strive to build a global platform and network for sharing, cooperation, and win-win
on the basis of enhancing mutual trust. Research universities should transcend their national and local roles and build
bridges for peoples of all countries through educational exchanges.

Key words: Belt and Road Initiative (BRI); world-class university; research university; university agency;
function
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