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The Adjustment and Optimization of Japanese Private
Higher Education Structure in the 21st Century and its
Enlightenment to China

ZHANG Ling JIANG Jia-qiong DING Wen-jin

Abstract: Affected by the declining birthrate and the deepening aging of the population, the Japanese society in the
21st century has undergone a rapid transformation, and Japanese higher education has ushered in an era of "qualitative
change". The structure private higher education has changed from quantity to quality. The features include: the focus of
the educational level structure is constantly moving upward; the scale of part-time students is gradually expanding; the
proportion of applied disciplines has increased significantly; the regional highland for the development of private higher
education has been formed. Drawing on the experience of adjusting and optimizing the structure of private higher
education in Japan and combining with the actual situation and the development process of private higher education in
China, we should focus on optimizing the hierarchical structure of running schools, and develop private undergraduate
and postgraduate education with quality. In addition, we should improve the scale of part-time enrollment in private
colleges and universities, adjust the structure of discipline types and develop applied disciplines according to social
needs, and guide the regional school-running structure and support the development of private higher education in the
central and western regions.

Key words: higher education structure; adjustment and optimization; private higher education; private higher
education; Japan
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