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Mission Drift and Value Persistence of Private Universities
from the Perspective of Social Entrepreneurship

QUE Ming-kun WANG Jia-tong ZHOU Yu

Abstract: Social entrepreneurship is a process of creating social value by means of marketization. Private
universities in China are always confronted with the dual challenges of resource constraints and policy constraints.
From the perspective of social entrepreneurship theory, private universities are hybrid organizations that have both
public welfare and commercial nature under the background of China's market-oriented reform. In essence, they are
the entrepreneurial products of providing educational services by using market-oriented means. The development of
private universities has the characteristics of public welfare, marketization and entrepreneurship. At the same time, it is
influenced by the dual logic of public welfare and market. The dual logic complementation can realize the coexistence
of public welfare and commercial nature and ensure the survival and growth of the universities without mission drift.
Key words: social entrepreneurship; private universities; mission drift; value
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