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Between the Aspiration and Reality: The Tension and
Resolution of Doctoral Students’ Socialization to
Academic Profession

ZHANG Xi

Abstract: The socialization of doctoral students to academic profession is a prerequisite to successfully enter
the academic field, and it is significant to improve the quality of doctoral education. Based on the perspective of
individual narrative of doctoral students, a qualitative analysis of the tension relationship in the process of academic
career socialization finds that at different stages of academic career socialization, doctoral students are faced with the
competition between instrumental rationality and value rationality, role conflict between learners and researchers,
and the tension between academic logic and market logic. These tensions restrain the expected effect of socialization
of doctoral students to academic profession, and also restrict individual’s pure pursuit of academic aspiration. Thus,
by strengthening the subjective construction of doctoral students’ academic ambition and identity, establishing
the curriculum system that integrates breadth and depth, perfecting the guidance process of tutors and academic
socialization support system, it will help doctoral students to resolve their multiple tensions during socialization of
academic profession and provide a better solution for academic career.

Key words: doctoral students; academic career; socialization; tension; resolution strategy
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