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Dilemma and Breakthrough: The Boundary of Academic
Freedom in the Construction of University Academic
System

LIU Hui ZHANG Tian-tian ZHANG Yan-fang

Abstract: Universities are facing the dilemma of the boundary between academic "excessive freedom" and
academic "no freedom" while their academic productivity is becoming more and more outstanding. The academic
excessive freedom in the form of academic anomie reflects the defects of academic system in strictly adhering to
the outcome of academic ethics and standardizing academic behavior. The problem of academic "no freedom" in the
form of excessive refinement and digital academic management reflects the defects of academic system in stimulating
academic vitality and encouraging academic innovation. In the process of modernization in which instrumental
rationality oversteps or even replaces value rationality, the negative effects derived from academic systems can only
be weakened through institutional system construction. Based on the insights into the internal logic of academia,
optimizing the university academic system from the dimensions of value, culture and tools to deal with and to prevent
the possible irrational risks caused by instrumental rationality is not only the salvation way of contemporary scholars,
but also the way of sublimation of modern universities.
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