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The Ability and Response: The Function of the Grade
Point Average System from the Undergraduate Transcripts

ZHAO Ting-ting HU Yan-ting

Abstract: As a system for evaluating students' learning effectiveness, grade point average (GPA) system plays an
important role in the management of higher education institutions in China. From the data analysis of undergraduate
students’ transcripts, the following problems were found in the implementation of the GPA system in Chinese higher
education institutions: the conversion of grade points is not standardized, the calculation range of GPA courses is
highly arbitrary, the phenomenon of GPA inflation is prominent, and the role of grade points in daily teaching is hardly
reflected. The emergence of these problems is closely related to the alienation of the function of the GPA system. At
present, higher education institutions pay too much attention to the screening function and comparison function of
the GPA system, but these two functions are only derivative functions of the GPA system, and its core functions such
as the inspection function and the warning function have been weakened and ignored. This situation has seriously
affected the healthy development of the GPA system and has a negative impact on students' learning. Therefore, it is
necessary for institutions to return to the core value of the GPA system for assisting students' academic development
and helping students’ self-growth, and correctly play the function GPA system. Specifically, it is necessary to gradually
reverse the situation that higher education institutions exaggerate the screening function of the GPA system and build
a diversified student development evaluation system. Thus, it may return to the core function of the GPA system,
give full play to the test and warning function of the GPA system for students' academic performance, standardize the
calculation method of GPA, and strengthens the standardization and scientization of the grade point system.

Key words: grade point system; grade point average; undergraduate transcript; inspection function; warning function
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