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Restoration and Exploration of the Gaokao Resumption:
Discussion on the Composition and Fortune of 1977 and
1978 Class University Students

LIU Hai-feng

Abstract: Restoring the Gaokao (college entrance examination) is a process. The high-level decision to restore the
Gaokao fully reflects DENG Xiao-ping's extraordinary courage, wisdom, and strategy. The reason why DENG Xiao-
ping insisted on the release of scores was related to the leadership style of putting the interests of nation and people
first, and his high-spiritedness and courage to oppose going through the back door. The method of selecting university
students by examination, directly recruiting fresh high school students, attaching importance to political review
and physical examination, and giving priority to admission to key universities before the “Cultural revolution” had
been reinstated or restored. There are also some innovative and revolutionary parts, such as winter examination and
spring entrance, different standard of proposition, city assessment and primary election, relaxing political condition,
expanding enrollment temporarily, recruiting day students. The composition of the 1977 and 1978 grade college
students has the characteristics of complex and diverse sources, large differences in performance, low proportion of
female students, and enthusiasm for basic subjects. These students immediately became the mainstay of all walks of
life. They were all-powerful in the era of turbulent times. They deeply participated in the process of China's reform
and opening-up policy and the rise of great powers. They have become a phenomenal existence in the contemporary
history of China.

Key words: restoration of Gaokao; DENG Xiao-ping; the university students of 1977; the university students of
1978
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