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The Mission of Higher Education Research in the New
Era: An Interview with Prof. PAN Mao-yuan
YU Xiao-bo JIANG Jia-qiong LI Zhen-sheng

Abstract: In November, the editorial department of University Education Science made an interview
with Prof.PAN Mao-yuan on the topic of "the mission of higher education research in the new era". Prof.PAN
believes that the issuance of Opinions on Strengthening Educational Scientific Research in the New Era reflects the
great importance attached by the state to educational scientiffic research. After the reform and opening-up policy,
educational research has made outstanding contributions to the reform and development of China's higher education,
however some problems remained constant such as separating from the reality and China's national conditions. The
research of higher education in the new era should promote the construction of international level theoretical system
of educational science with Chinese characteristics, and continually improve the quality and service level. It should
provide strong intellectual support and knowledge contribution for accelerating the modernization of education,
building a powerful educational country and running a satisfactory education for people. Higher education researchers
should base themselves on China's national conditions, enhance cultural self-confidence, and strive to establish a
socialist higher education system with Chinese characteristics, so that China's higher education grows into a greater
voice in the world. Prof. PAN argued academic research and discipline development must be in full bloom in order
to bring spring. Academic journals of educational theory must realize their own professional integrity and academic
character, and pay attention to the quality of journals. Prof.PAN suggested that young researchers in higher education
should be more realistic and practical to achieve their goals.

Key words: Chinese higher education; higher education studies; educational research; a powerful country in
higher education;the law of internal and external relationships in higher education
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