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The Five-Only Problems: Consequences, Roots and
Ways to Solve Difficulties of Teachers’ Evaluation in
Universities

CAO Tai-sheng

Abstract: The assessment and evaluation policy is a "baton" to mobilize teachers’ enthusiasm and creativity in
their work. Under the guidance of the reform policy of personnel and distribution system, universities have gradually
strengthened the assessment and evaluation system for teachers, which has mobilized the enthusiasm and competitive
consciousness of teachers to a certain extent. However, it also derives the "Five-Only" orientation of "only papers, only
tags, only titles, only education background, only awards" in the assessment and evaluation. This is closely related to
the "market culture" and the "digital worship" under the background of auditing culture, which have emerged from the
development of neo-liberalism since the 1980s. An in-depth analysis of the cultural roots and drawbacks of the "Five-
Only" problems is of great practical significance for guiding and solving issues in universities. At present, in order to
effectively carry out the action of correcting the "Five Only", education departments at all levels and universities must
strive to enhance the trust of university teachers, promote the implementation of energy-enhancing teacher evaluation,
and firmly establish a pluralistic academic concept. At the same time, academia itself should also strengthen reflection.
College teachers should adhere to academic positions, cultivate publicity and strengthen moral self-discipline.

Key words: adjusting "five only"; teacher evaluation; audit Society; professional trust; performance appraisal
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