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Reflection and Redesign of the Tuition System of China’s
Key Universities from the Perspective Social Justice

YANG Rong-wei WANG Ban DU Wan-wan

Abstract: The tuition in China’s key universities merely makes up about a tenth of the average cultivating cost,
which means it is a relatively kind of lower tuition system. The initial purpose of this system is indiscriminately to
support and favor the students from poor families, however, due to the fact that the students born with better conditions
occupy the majority of students in key universities, this system greatly benefit the students from wealthy families.
The lower tuition system with the compensation characteristics has actually become a beneficial “feast” for students
from wealthy families, which leads to a situation where the general public is subsidizing the rich. Based on the current
situation, we are eager to reconsider and redesign the tuition system, and suggest revising the management method of
the tuition in detail, which includes gradually increasing the tuition of key universities, adjusting the mechanism of
the scholarships and grants, providing more subsidies of the tuition from the government to the general universities,
strengthening the inclusiveness, and improving the tuition policy based on the regional economy.

Key words: tuition; key universities; the general public subsidizing the rich; social justice
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