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Study on the Development Trend and Influential Factors
of International Students Mobility in Higher Education

MA Rong CHENG Jin-kuan

Abstract: In the age of globalization, the international student mobility has become an important embodiment of
internationalization of higher education. With the development of global politics and economy, internationalization of
higher education displays a revolutionary shift. Development and change of international student mobility will change
the development trend and pattern of international higher education. Through analyzing relevant data and reports,
it is found that the new trends include continuous increasing number of international students, imbalance among
destination countries, advanced degrees and popularity of the STEM program. Meanwhile, the key underlying factors
affecting students’ choice include mobility costs, education costs and tuition, quality of programs, quality assurance
and immigration policy. International student mobility will provide multiple economic, social and cultural benefits
for the development of national diplomacy and economy, multicultural campus and the internationalization of higher
education.

Key words: international student; student mobility; higher education; internationalization; development trend
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