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An Exploration on Establishing High Quality International
Virtual Universities Based on the Belt and Road Initiative

GENG Yi-qun

Abstract: As a response to the trend of globalization, the Belt and Road Initiative presents both a chance and a
challenge to the development of China’s higher education. Online higher education can provide convenient, cheap,
and massive open courses to people of different age groups from different parts of the world, which allows more
people with different backgrounds access to higher education. Virtual universities in China have become systematic,
though they have drawbacks such as a low level of internationalization, a lack of quality assurance system, limited
research capacity, and weak degree programs. It is proposed that making the most of current resources and considering
the status quo and features of online education and Internet resources of virtual universities in countries along the Belt
and Road, international virtual universities in China should be arranged properly. In addition, to meet the talent need
for the development of the Belt and Road countries, more high quality international or cross-border virtual universities
should be established based on university alliances, projects and school-enterprise cooperation.

Key words: The Belt and Road Initiative; virtual university; high quality; internationalization; university alliance
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