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The Academy Education of the Ming Dynasty and its
Enlightenment to Modern University

DENG Hong-bo ZONG Yao

Abstract: In the Ming Dynasty, the education of the academy emphasized the importance of teaching students
according to their aptitude and abilities. This has had an important impact on changing the disadvantages of the
curriculum-centered education model of modern universities. At the same time, the academy of Ming Dynasty attached
great importance to the coordinated development of moral education and intellectual education, and paid attention to
the unity of learning knowledge and cultivating morality in the Imperial Examination. This provides a path for modern
universities to explore the moral education value of professional courses. Finally, the academy of Ming Dynasty laid
stress on the education of the public, the lifelization of educational contents and the popularization of educational
methods. This is an important enlightenment for the further development of the social educational function of modern
universities especially when the universal learning and lifelong learning have become a trend today. In recent years,
many universities have made great achievements in advocating the academy education, implementing the tutorial
system for undergraduates and deepening the moral education, among which the Yuelu Academy of Hunan University
has played a leading role in fulfilling the social educational function of the university.

Key words: academy education; academies in the Ming Dynasty; modern university; teaching students in
accordance with their aptitude; the integration of moral education and intellectual education; education popularization
of; Yuelu Academy
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