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Basic Connotations of “Key Competencies” of
Contemporary Chinese Undergraduates

WANG Wei-min ZHAO Guo-xiang

Abstract: It attaches important significance to explore the “key competencies” of contemporary undergraduates
from the perspective of speaches at the opening ceremonies of universities, which helps to understand and grasp the
basic connotations of “key competencies”, to clarify the standards of talent cultivation, and to improve the quality
of talent cultivation. Firstly, over 200 speeches at the opening ceremonies of universities from 2012 to 2014 were
collected, from which 50 pieces addressed by 985 universities and local universities were selected based on the
comprehensive consideration of the levels, types and regions and other factors. Secondly, according to the analytical
framework of “3 aspects—6 qualities—18 main points—N key descriptive points”, the speeches were studied, sorted,
summarized, and eventually 39 key descriptive points which represent main points and basic connotations of “key
competencies” were extracted. In this way, a graph of key competencies of contemporary undergraduates was drawn.

Key words: undergraduate; key competencies; speeches at universities’ opening ceremony; main points; key
descriptive points
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