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The Research on Essential Factors of the Formation of
World-class Disciplines

LU Yan PANG Qing-shan

Abstract: Considering disciplines as its core, a world-class university must have world-class disciplines. Building
world-class disciplines is a long-term task of the reform and development of higher education in China. Based on
the analysis of essential factors t of world-class discipline formation, some experience on how to build world-class
disciplines can be learned. Through the research on world-class disciplines of the world-class universities, some
of their essential factors are found as follows: an idea to pursue academic excellence and disciplinary continuous
development; a headmaster with the courage and vision to make disciplinary breakthrough; several academic leaders
with outstanding academic creativity, who are the key to forming world-class disciplines; adequate world-class
landmark achievements; interdisciplinary research and reserve talent training; and the full use of national policies and
social forces to develop disciplines.

Key words: world-class discipline; the development idea of discipline; discipline team; academic achievements;
outside support
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