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The Evolution of the Traditional Diary Teaching Method
in the Academies and its Application in the Undergraduate
Tutorial System

YIN Hui XIAO Yong-ming

Abstract: As a traditional teaching method of the Academies applied in both Han and Song School, diary teaching
method was an important guarantee for academic communication and innovation of these schools at that time. This
method can also be used in the modern university after it is completely combined with the undergraduate tutorial
system of the Oxford University in the process of modernization. The Yuelu Academy at Hunan University is a typical
example of practicing the diary method in the undergraduate tutorial system. With classics and history as its core
teaching content, the Academy focuses on face-to-face communication between teachers and students while ensuring
that students have enough self-study time. It also publishes excellent papers of students. Moreover, it combines
knowledge teaching and moral education, and pays attention to mutual development of teachers and students. As a
result, Yuelu Academy not only inherits the tradition, but scientifically combines teaching and research, thus improving
the learning and research abilities of undergraduates.

Key words: modern university; education model; the Academy system; the traditional diary teaching method; the
undergraduate tutorial system; Yuelu Academy
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