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The Early Origin and Orientation of Contemporary
Interpretation of Five Morals - Benevolence,
Righteousness, Courtesy, Wisdom and Faith

LIU Jun—shan

Abstract: Lao Tzu is a education master, who expounded systematically the moral connotation in
the order of "benevolence, righteousness, courtesy, wisdom and faith". According to their respective
background and ideas, Confucius, Mencius, Xunzi and other Confucian scholars enriched and refined
the connotation of five morals from different angles. The original five morals has dual attributes of
temperament and virtue ethics. An explanation that cannot be ignored about the connotation of five
morals is that it had combined with five elements on the theory once. The alienation of five morals,
which happened in the process of historical development, mainly manifests as the narrow caused by
the human relations beyond five moral temperaments and the mystery of the combination of mysticism
and feudal autocracy. The contemporary interpretation system of five morals needs to achieve the basic
consensus in temperament and virtue ethics level, and focus on the way of thinking on the national
characteristics.

Key words: Taoism; Confucianism; core value system; way of thinking; creative transformation;
creative development; five morals (benevolence, righteousness, courtesy, wisdom and faith); moral
establishment and people cultivation
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