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Ethical Thoughts of Family Instructions of the Han-Wei
Period and their Implications for Family Education

YI Ning WU Lei

Abstract; Family instruction refers to the essence and classics of family education. Han—Wei period
is the founding period of ancient family instruction. During this period, ethical thoughts took on a
growing trajectory of Western Han embryo, Eastern Han forming, and Three Kingdoms Innovation. The
main concern consisted of four aspects, including self—discipline, family management, philosophy of life
and political ethics. Major elements of self—discipline were benevolence, righteousness and manners. Main
emphasis was put on Kkindness, affection, filial piety, and obedience in terms of family management.
The main concerns of philosophy of life were sincerity, carefulness, modesty, courtesy, honesty,
and integrity. The ethical principles of clearness, virtuousness, pureness, and honesty should be kept
concerning political ethics. Its core value pursuit is harmony. Ethical thoughts of family instructions of
the Han—Wei period can provide beneficial implications for contemporary family education, such as what
to teach, how to teach and what to concern while teaching.

Key words: family instructions of the Han—Wei period; ethical thoughts; growing trajectory; main
concern; core value pursuit; implication for family education
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