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On the Threefold Realms of Confucius’ Learning from
Chapter One of Analects of Confucius

JIANG Guo—jun

Abstract; The first chapter of Analects of Confucius expounds the threefold realms of learning.
The first realm of learning lies in becoming an independent man by way of acquiring the ability of
using knowledge, with the focus of learning on “acquisition” , with learning regularly as its key. To
be a free man through obtaining the creativity of renewing oneself and the others is the second realm
of learning. Discussing learning with friends coming from distant places symbolizes maturity of one’ s
learning. University education will be a success when a group of friends who explore learning freely
and encourage virtues mutually gather together to form a learning community with the learned and
respectable teachers as the center. The highest realm of learning is to become a man of noble character
with self—approval and self—content. The happy—go—lucky live in their world of ideas and emotions
without being distracted by the outside world. Only by realizing the three realms gradually can learning
itself be a kind of enjoyment, and life be independent, free, unrestrained and happy. Confucius practised
his own learning thoughts through his lifelong learning.

Key words: Analects of Confucius; Confucius; learning thoughts
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