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The Universal Value about University Teachers’ Academic
Freedom

ZUO Zhi—de

Abstract: University teachers’ academic freedom can be understood and grasped from negative and
positive aspects. The negative academic freedom means that university teachers are free from improper
interference and limitation of society, government and university academic organizations. While positive
academic freedom means that university teachers can make free choices and decisions according to
their own self—will in academic research and academic communication. Therefore, academic freedom
is the basic tool for university teachers to engage in academic activities. Its value is embodied in
personal welfare and public welfare. On one hand, university teachers’ free academic life is a kind of
happy academic life; on the other hand, the purport of academic freedom is to seek the objectivity of
knowledge and moral unity, which to a large extent guarantee the essence of public welfare.

Key words: university teacher; academic freedom; personal welfare; public welfare
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