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University of in the Knowledge Conflict
LI Hai—long

Abstract; University is a product of knowledge conflict, it has conflict with the outer social
organization continually in the process of its rise and development. From the perspective of functionalism,
knowledge conflict is the impetus for the reform of university organization. University improves social
status by using the conflict. University had fight with Church for the status of knowledge authority
and battled with the diverse knowledge views in society, and now, university competes with technical
rationality, instrumental rationality and consumerism. Conflicts among knowledge types and idea are
changing the appearance of university. In fact, these conflicts which stem from knowledge not only won
more cultural capital but also accumulated a stronger social influence for university. In modern society,
universities are facing the challenge of new modes of knowledge production and consumption patterns,
only insisting on human orientation of knowledge can universities retain their value.

Key words: knowledge; university; conflict
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