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Academic Governance by Professors and Administrative
Governance by Professors: A Paradoxical Controversy

ZHU Shou—xin YANG lJie

Abstract; Academic governance by professors and administrative governance by professors have
been a couple of controversial concepts for a long time in China. There are similarities as well as
disparities between the two concepts. Academic governance and administrative governance have different
legitimate sources in that the former is the governance power on knowledge while the latter is the
governance power on organization, which began to connect with each other since the systematization
of academic activities. There is no absolute distinction between academic governance and administrative
governance which, in essence, are continuums rather than opposites for the fact that both of them are
indispensable to each other. Regardless of literal debate, both of the two concepts are the exploration
of inner governance structure for China’ s universities, aiming to rebuild an institutional framework and
organizational structure that operates on the logic of academic power.

Key words: academic governance by professors; administrative governance by professors; governance;
academic
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