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Study on European Sustainable Design Educational Modes in
Europe and their Implications for China

XIE Fei

Abstract: To adapt to the sustainable development of university education in the new era,
universities in Europe make a progress on the modes and approaches of sustainable design based on
signature pedagogies. By taking the major of architectural design as an example, this paper analyzed and
summarized the teaching modes and characteristics of sustainable design curriculum, and divided it into
four parts: professional courses (design studio), other core curriculum, sustainable knowledge and theory,
other intgrated teaching approaches and skills training. On the basis of a comparative study on the
educational modes between two chosen universities in UK and China each, this paper proposed that we
should learn from the European teaching modes and improve the pertinence and practicality of educational
approaches, the unity of interdisciplinary, the climax and continuity of teaching, and strengthen the
team training and improve the ability for integration and research.

Key words: signature pedagogies; sustainable design; design studio; integrated teaching approaches;
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