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On University Motto “Seeking Truth from Facts”
—A Case Study of the Motto of Hunan University

ZHANG Ze—lin

Abstract: Seeking Truth from Facts, the essence and soul of Marxism, is most frequently used in

university mottos of China.

As the motto of Hunan University, it inherits the practical educational

tradition of Yuelu Academy, manifests the core pragmatic nature of the Hunan Culture, integrates with
western evidence—based scientific spirit and suits the basic requirements of the Communist Party of China
for the construction of universities in the new era. The quality and content of this motto have been
constantly enriched and sublimed in the course of the construction and development of Hunan University,
and have become the fundamental cultural gene of the university. This motto is highly compatible with
fine traditional Chinese culture and our contemporary spirit, and serves as a graphic carrier in the
cultivation and practice of core socialist values. Our current university motto construction and education
should focus on the exploitation of their cultural implications in an effort to enhance their educational
function. We should bring their guiding nature into full play and give them new contemporary spirit.
Key words: Seeking Truth from Facts; university motto; educational tradition; culture; core value.
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