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Beyond Physicalism and Pragmatism:the Life Flower in
Pedagogy Bursting into Bloom

TANG Song—lin SHE Jun—jun

Abstract: Physicalism and pragmatism are two important philosophy orientations of modern
Pedagogy. The former makes the pedagogy system constructed and scientific, and it is beneficial for the
people to understand, grasp and transfer educational theory. It, however, for over pursued the universal
idea, diminishes the inclination of human perception and experience, leading to the separation of subject
and object, theory and practice. The latter attaches great importance to social needs, values and practices
so it might be vulnerable to attack by utilitarianism and performancism. Meanwhile, both of them have
the common defects: ignoring the existence of human life and the spiritual world. Life—centralism is the
transcendence on the physicalism and pragmatism which is to provide a new explanation for education,
people, knowledge and human socialization. The standpoint of pedagogy is that education is the growth
and release of life; human nature is the duration of impulse, history and circumstance; knowledge is an
important achievement of the duration of life; socialization is a process of the duration of life.

Key words: physicalism; pragmatism; life—centralism; philosophy of education
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